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 ‘Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened, and I will 
give you rest. Shoulder my yoke and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
Yes, my yoke is easy and my burden light.’ Matt 11:28-30. 
 

I take great comfort in hearing these words from today’s Gospel. After 
the excitement of my ordination and the first mass of thanksgiving I 
was physically and emotionally drained and took some much-needed 
time out to lean into Jesus’ words and recuperate. 
 

But what does it mean to be yoked to Christ? 
In ancient times, and still in some countries today, oxen or other animals are joined together by a 
yoke, a wooden beam, which enables the pair of animals to share the load. This requires the two 
animals to work side-by-side to carry a load which one cannot bear individually. A young 
untrained ox is paired with an older trained ox so that the younger can learn from the older. 
Together the two oxen can carry a load greater than if two individual oxen were working 
independently. 
Jesus is the older experienced ox inviting us, the weary young ox to rest a while, learn from him 
and “be carried” by him. You don’t have to go it alone, Jesus accompanies you. Share your yoke, 
share your cross with Christ and as you walk together, the load is lightened.  
 

Thank you -Thank you one and all for your warmth and hospitality during my diaconate 
placement at Star of the Sea. Whether we met once or regularly, thank you for the part you have 
played in my life and thank you for shaping the man and the priest that I am today. I have great 
memories of this place and I will miss the Star of the Sea Community dearly. 
My placement as associate pastor at Our Lady of the Rosary, Caloundra will commence in late 
July as I work alongside Fr Joseph-Hien Van Vo (Associate Pastor), Fr Francis Fernandes 
(Associate Pastor) and Fr Josh Whitehead (Parish Administrator). The Parish is still growing and 
currently has 6 Mass Centres and 11 weekend masses which will keep me on my toes. Come 
and visit if you are in the area. 
Once again, thank you for your presence 
in my life, it has been a wonderful and 
eye-opening experience. Please 
continue to pray and encourage 
vocations to the priesthood and religious 
life. See you in the Eucharist as we walk 
the road and share the meal together. 
 

Peace and blessings, 
 

Fr Gerard Lai 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH PRIEST:  
Fr Rony Chacko 
Mobile: 0480 226 529 
(emergencies only) 
chackor@bne.catholic.ne
t.au  

Fr Gerard Lai 
laig@bne.catholic.net.au  
 

Parish Office:   
Alba Bran   
Ph: 3821 4902         
53 Passage Street.  
PO Box 252  
Cleveland Q 4163 
cleveland@bne.catholic.
net.au 
Web:    
http://www.starofthesea
church.org/  
 

Youth Ministry:  
Sam Sachse 
Mobile: 0499 024 309 
sachse.sam24@gmail.co
m  
 

Sacraments & 
Baptism Coordinator: 
Alba Bran  
 

Finance: (Tuesday) 
Gabrielle Linning  
finance.cleveland@bne.
catholic.net.au  
 

Holy Cross Funerals  
Ph 3293 0555  
 

Columbarium Enquiries 
Parish Office 
 

Safeguarding Officer 
Tony Moore 
Mob 0409 025 595 
lsr.cleveland@bne.cat
holic.net.au  
 

School Principal:   
Lagi Aukusitino 
Ph: 3286 2377    
pcleveland@bne.catholi
c.edu.au  
 

Child Care: Linda 
Daniel / Simone Bool 
Ph: 3821 2999  
 

Star of the Sea Catholic Parish 
Cleveland, Ormiston, Raby Bay, Thornlands and Stradbroke Island. 

We recognise the traditional owners of this land, The Quandamooka People. 

Parish Mission: 
The Star of the Sea is a welcoming community dedicated to sharing the light of Christ in the 

spirit of faith and love. We reach out to the service of others, thereby enriching our value of 

parish life. 
 

STAR NEWS 09 JULY 2023 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME- YEAR A  
RESPONSE:  I will praise your name for ever, my king and my God 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; 

you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom. 

Alleluia! 
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MASS TIMES 

SATURDAY 
Star of the Sea 
Reconciliation  

4.45pm - 5.15pm 
Mass 5.30pm  

 

SUNDAY  
Star of the Sea 
Mass 7.00am  
Mass 8.30am 

(Live-stream Mass from our 
FACEBOOK PAGE: 

https://fb.me/StaroftheSea
Cleveland) 

 

St Paul of the Cross,  
Dunwich - Mass 11.00am  
1st and 3rd Sun of month 

 (Liturgy of the Word with 
Communion – every other 

Sundays at 9am) 
 

TUESDAY  
Redlands Hospital 

1st Tuesday - Mass 9am 
 

Mater Hospital 
2nd & 4th Tues - Mass 9am 

 

 

WEDNESDAY  
Carmel College  

8.40 am 
 

Cleveland Gardens 
1st Wed - Mass 2.30pm 

 

Moreton Shores 
2nd Wed - Mass 11.00am 

 

Arcare 
3rd Wed - Mass 9.45am 

 

Seaton McKenzie 
4th Wed - Mass 10.45am 

 

Star of the Sea 
Christian Meditation – 4pm 

 

THURSDAY 
Star of the Sea  
Rosary 8.45am 
Mass 9.15am 
Healing Mass  

1st Thurs of the month 
Holy Adoration and 

Benediction 
Every other Thursday  

9.45 to 10.45am 
 

Redland Residential 
2nd Thurs – Liturgy of the 

Word 11.00am 
 

FRIDAY  
Star of the Sea  
Rosary 8.45am 
Mass 9.15am 

 

Aveo Cleveland 
1st Friday - Mass 2.00pm 

Fr Gerard Lai and Fr Isaac Falzon’s Thanksgiving Masses:  

It’s been a week full of blessings and joy for our parish 

community.  

Best wishes Fr Gerard Lai, as you start your new journey. 

Thank you for the friendship and dedication to our Parish 

Community. May God always guide your path and be the source of 

love and strength in your life, as you are called to witness  

the Word of God. 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/c-VvC1WLzQFzWq4hLMfCN?domain=fb.me
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/c-VvC1WLzQFzWq4hLMfCN?domain=fb.me


 
THANKYOU - PETER PENCE COLLECTION: thank you for your generosity, we were able to collect and send 
$717.40 to the Holy See for their charities. This appeal allows the Holy Father to respond to the most needy 
thorughtou the world. 
 

VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS 
Archbishop Mark Coleridge publicly endorsed the Uluru Statement  
From The Heart on behalf of the Archdiocese of Brisbane at an event at Ormiston.  
In July we will be holding four sessions to reflect and to discuss Archbishop Mark’s 
endorsement. Pope Francis calls us to “discover Christ in the poor, to lend our 
voice to their cause”. Over four sessions we invite all people to take this journey. 
For More information, contact Tony Moore on 0409025595. 

 

DATE & TIME VENUE THEME  

19 July,  Wednesday 10 to 11am Parish Meeting Room Voice Crying in the Wilderness Morning Sessions 

26 July, Wednesday 10 to 11am Parish Meeting Room A New Heart and a New Spirit 

18 July, Tuesday 6.30 to 7.30pm Parish Meeting Room The Lord Hears the Cry of the Poor Evening Sessions 

25 July Tuesday 6.30 to 7.30pm Parish Meeting Room The Spirit of the Lord is Upon Me 

Star of the Sea Parish Sacramental Program 2023 
For more information, please contact the Parish Office on  
Ph. 3821 4902 or email cleveland@bne.catholic.net.au 

 

Sacrament of Confirmation:  In Term 3 for students in Year 3 – enrolments now open. 
 

Parent’s Meeting                                         Thursday 27th July 7pm (at the Parish Hall) 

Commitment Mass          Weekend of 29th 30th July (Masses are Sat 5.30pm, Sun 7am and 8.30am) 

Session 1 (for children)                              Sunday 13th August at 9.30am 

Session 2 (for children)                               Sunday 27th August at 9.30am 

Rehearsal    Thursday 7th Sept at 4.30pm 

Sacrament of Confirmation                         Tuesday 12th September at 5.30pm 

                               
                                                    

Some people come into our lives and quickly go. Some people move our souls to dance. 
They awaken us to a new understanding with the passing whisper of their wisdom. Some 
people make the sky more beautiful to gaze upon. They stay in our lives for a while, leave 
footprints on our hearts and we are never, ever the same.” – Flavia Weedn, illustrator. 
 

Sadly for us, it is time for Fr Gerard to move on. We say a ‘big thank you’ and wish him the very 
best. I am sure he will be a good shepherd to the flocks of Jesus Christ. The Star of the Sea 
Community and I personally, have been so blessed with Fr Gerard’s presence. His genuine love, 
respect and care for people of all ages has shone through his relationships throughout the time he 
has spent with us. Within the first 6 months he was able to enrich our parish community and to 
touch many lives. As an ordained Deacon, he gave his time and talents to our community, 
especially: supporting Sam in Youth Ministry, forming Altar Servers, visiting the elderly and sick, 
updating parish social media pages, adding colour to Christmas and Easter Liturgies, supporting 
young men in their prayer lives, preparing children to receive sacraments and guiding children’s 
liturgy, attending school and college activities and so on… Gerard’s Mum thanked me for 
mentoring Gerard, but it was not only me, we were mentoring each other. I will really miss your 
presence in presbytery. Thank you Fr Gerard for everything that you have done for us. May our 
loving God be with you and bless your ministries. Fr Rony Chacko 
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MAX2023 BEHOLD 
A National Gathering of Catholic Men. See the date claimer attached—July 14/16. Use 
this link for registration-https://app.tickets.org.au/MA/MAX2023BNE            
Registrations start from $150.  
This is the last menALIVE MAX weekend in Brisbane! After 2023, MAX will be on tour 
to other capital cities and not be back for 3 years. Come along. 50% of starting prices. 
Engaging workshops. If you seek to be closer to our God and the key people in your 
life, just come along. You are invited. See options at --
https://app.tickets.org.au/MA/MAX2023BNE or https://www.menalive.org.au/ or Robert 
on 0412745 734 

  
 

 
 

PRAYERS 
HEALING We pray for those who seek healing in their lives. Especially Helen Hanran and Marianne Hein  

ANNIVERSARIES We pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time. Especially June Punter. 

DECEASED We commend the recently deceased to the loving embrace of God. 

MINISTRY- 16th July 2023- 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Time Coordinator Readers Communion Min- Host Communion Min- Chalice 

Sat 5.30pm Tony Moore John Mott 
Andrew Cooper 

Lil Predl 
Judith Seery  

Tony Moore 
Keith Fernandes 

Sun 7.00am Dennis Kennedy Emil Hayes 
Tom Kirby 

Dennis Kennedy Mary Fehlberg 

Sun 8.30am Not filled 
 

Lucy Paneda 
Carmel Stone 

TBC 
Annette Nicholls 

Clarita Cleavely 
Caroline Santagiuliana 

 
COUNTERS & CLEANERS  

Counter Team 3 

Cleaners Team 4 

23 JULY 8.30AM 

PARISH VOLUNTEERôS CELEBRATION  

 

24 SEPTEMBER 8.30AM  

ALL NATIONS MASS & MORNING  TEA 

 

Today is Sea Sunday,  
when the church prays for all those who live and 
work at sea. Without them, we would not have 

most of the items we rely on for daily living. Even 
during a pandemic, seafarers continue to bring 

into our ports products that sustain our 
population and economy. The Appeal today is 
to support Stella Maris, Apostleship of the 

Sea, the official maritime welfare agency of the 
Catholic Church. It supports seafarers both 

practically and spiritually. 
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