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Dear Friends, 
We are now at the Fourth Sunday of Easter and this week we don’t have a resurrection 
appearance story. We have instead, from chapter 10 of John’s Gospel, Jesus telling us that 
He is the ‘Good Shepherd’. 
Although these words are not heard in today’s Gospel from the very beginning of Chapter 
10, Jesus later in the Chapter calls himself the ‘Good Shepherd’ in verse 11. Next year’s 
Gospel will continue on from today’s Gospel and will open with the words of Jesus: “I am the 
Good Shepherd”. 
So this Fourth Sunday of Easter each year is Good Shepherd Sunday and each year we 
have a Gospel Reading from John Chapter 10, giving us a different view of Jesus, the Good 
Shepherd. But why wait for next year and the next to hear this Chapter. How about getting 
out your Bibles and reading the whole Chapter this week. 
In today’s Gospel, which is the only parable in John’s entire Gospel, Jesus adds to his previous images of himself, 
his being both the ‘Good Shepherd’ and the ‘Gate of the sheepfold’. As the Good Shepherd, he calls his own 
sheep by name. Among the Jews, sheep were most often raised for wool and for milk, and not for meat, so that 
like our domesticated animals, they became almost pets to the shepherd. Palestinian shepherds didn’t use dogs 
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to herd their sheep but rather led them. And they would respond to the voice of their own shepherd but not to 
another’s.  
It is still common for Bedouin shepherds to carry young lambs over their shoulders so that the lambs listen the 
shepherd’s voice and it is still a very common site, as one journeys through the Holy Land, to see the shepherd 
leading his sheep. The true sheep of God are able to discern the one who speaks with God’s voice. 
Jesus also tells us today that ‘I am the gate of the sheepfold… I am the gate’. Some scholars have suggested that 
this section of John’s Chapter 10 could more properly be called ‘The Gate’ discourse. Jesus says that as the gate, 
it is through him that the sheep enter and are safe. Here we see Jesus as the ‘Gate’ with the accompanying image 
of the gatekeeper. 
These images are from a different culture. Today, we aren’t familiar with a ‘sheepfold’, which is typically a small or 
low stone fence/wall and the proper way to enter is through the gate. Thus, Jesus says those who climb over the 
stone wall are ‘thieves and brigands’, who come ‘only to steal and kill and destroy.’ Jesus, as the ‘Good Shepherd’ 
and the ‘Gate’ has come so that we ‘have life and have it to the full’. 
Of all the images of the Good Shepherd, the one that is by far the most popular, is the one of Jesus carrying the 
sheep around his shoulders. It speaks most eloquently of the tender love of Jesus for us, his sheep who so often 
stray, who often are lost. 
As Jesus is our ‘Good Shepherd’ who always loves and cares for us, each one of us is called to follow his 
example, to shepherd one another, to care for one another. During this Covid-19 pandemic the call to care for one 
another is even more important, more urgent. 
Who can you contact this week to show your love and care? Who will you be a kind, loving ‘Good Shepherd’ to 
this week? 
 

God bless, 
 

Fr Ashley Warbrooke - Parish Priest 
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                                           STAR OF THE SEA CATHOLIC PARISH IS NOW ON FACEBOOK:     
                                 Look for us on Facebook. We will be live streaming Mass from the Star of the Sea      
                                    Church, this Sunday, 3 May at 8.30 am. 
Following is the link for our NEW Facebook page where the Masses will be streamed. Please "Like" the page to 
receive future notices: https://fb.me/StaroftheSeaCleveland 

  
 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/c-VvC1WLzQFzWq4hLMfCN?domain=fb.me


 

FOR FAMILY WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 
 

Fourth Sunday of Easter - Year A (2 May 2020) 
“I am the gate of the sheepfold.” 
 
Something to Think About 
You probably don’t know any shepherds, but there were lots of shepherds in Jesus’ time. 
All the people understood that a shepherd’s job was to feed his sheep, protect them from harm 
and patiently guide them on the right path. 
Jesus is like a shepherd to all of us. He knows each of us very well, he loves us and looks after 
us. We listen to Jesus’ voice and we follow him, just as sheep follow their shepherd. 
 

The Scriptures 
A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to John 10:2-5, 7-10 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
"The gatekeeper opens the gate for the shepherd, and he goes in through it. 
The sheep know their shepherd's voice. He calls each of them by name and leads them out. 
When he has led out all of his sheep, he walks in front of them, and they follow, because they 
know his voice. The sheep will not follow strangers. They don't recognise a stranger's voice, 
and they run away." 
Then Jesus said: "I tell you for certain that I am the gate for the sheep. 
Everyone who came before me was a thief or a robber, and the sheep did not listen to any of 
them. I am the gate. All who come in through me will be saved. Through me they will come and 
go and find pasture. I came so that everyone would have life, and have it in its fullest." 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The Story 
In the time of Jesus, shepherds led a very difficult life, being constantly on duty. The sheep 
required constant surveillance and needed to be protected against danger and wild animals. 
The shepherd knew his sheep - often calling them by name. The shepherd led the way and 
the sheep followed wherever he went. The sheep knew the voice of the shepherd and would 
not answer to the voice of a stranger. Jesus calls himself the Good Shepherd and leads us 
as a shepherd leads his flock. 
 

Family Discussion 
How do you think the two disciples felt as they left Jerusalem? Why do you think they did not 
recognise Jesus? When they realised they had been speaking with Jesus, what did they do? 
Jesus shows us how to welcome the stranger – those who are different, those we do not like as 
much as some others. We need to recognise Jesus in all people in our daily lives. How do we 
welcome those who are on the outside of our group? 

 
Video 
Click to watch the video: 

The Good Shepherd 
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THE CATHOLIC LEADER ONLINE: In these unprecedented times, The Catholic Leader has decided to share our 
news for free. We are making our digital newspaper free at our website: www.catholicleader.com.au  
 

PARISHIONERS IN NEED: We are reaching out to any parishioners who need assistance in this time of need.  Please 
advise our parish office if you require any assistance with essentials.  Our Parish telephone number is (07) 3821 4902. 

POPE FRANCIS ASKS CATHOLICS TO PRAY ROSARY IN MAY  

VATICAN CITY (Extract) — Pope Francis asked Catholics to make a special effort in May to pray 

the rosary, knowing that by doing so they will be united with believers around the world asking for 

Mary’s intercession in stopping the coronavirus pandemic. 

“Contemplating the face of Christ with the heart of Mary, our mother, will make us even more united 

as a spiritual family and will help us overcome this time of trial,” the pope said in a letter addressed to all Catholics and 

released by the Vatican April 25. 

The month of May is traditionally devoted to Mary and many Catholics already are in the habit of praying the rosary at 

home during the month, he noted. “The restrictions of the pandemic have made us come to appreciate all the more this 

‘family’ aspect, also from a spiritual point of view.” 

“You can decide according to your own situations” whether to pray individually or in groups, he said, noting that “it is 

easy also on the internet to find good models of prayers to follow.” 

How to pray the rosary: https://www.catholic.org/prayers/rosary.php 
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OFFERINGS: If your method of contribution is by cash donations to the parish, and you wish to continue your 
contributions during this difficult time. You could make your donations directly to the Parish Bank Account: 
Archdiocesan Development Fund 
BSB 064786   A/C 310130102 
Please indicate your envelope number if you are enrolled in the planned giving or just use the reference “Giving” if you 
don’t have an envelope number. You could also contact the Parish Office if you wish to set up a Direct Debit. Email: 
cleveland@bne.catholic.net.au or Ph 3821 4902. 

 

SCHOOL NEWS: 
SOTS Religious Life of Our School 
Please explore the websites below to support yourself and your families at home. Your spiritual, mental and physical 
health are so important to maintain a healthy life into the future.  We as a community wish to support you in every way 
possible. Pope Francis on Sunday called for all Christians to respond to the coronavirus pandemic “with the 
universality of prayer, of compassion, of tenderness”, adding, “Let us remain united. Let us make our closeness felt 
toward those persons who are the most lonely and tried”.  
Speaking after the traditional recitation of the Angelus, the Holy Father called on all Christians to join together in 
prayer. “In these trying days, while humanity trembles due to the threat of the pandemic, I would like to propose to all 
Christians that together we lift our voices towards Heaven,” he said. 
 

 2 Minute HomiliesTwo Minute Homilies 
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/two-minute-homilies/ 
 

 How to Cope with Stress - Headspacepe with Stress - Headspace 
https://headspace.org.au/young-people/how-to-cope-with-stress-related-to-covid-19/ 
 

 10 Ways to take care of yourself during these tough times 
https://au.reachout.com/articles/10-ways-to-take-care-of-yourself-during-coronavirus 
   

 Booklet of COVID-19 for Kids 
https://www.cns.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Supporting-children-advice-for-parents.pdf 
   

 Ways to talk to your children during COVID-19ys to talk to D-19 
https://www.cns.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Kids-Helpline-Facebook-Post-for-Parents.pdf 
 
  

 

PRAYERS 

ANNIVERSARY We pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time.  

DECEASED We commend the recently deceased to the loving embrace of God. Especially Kathleen Hall and 
Robert Henderson. 

HEALING We pray for those who seek healing in their lives.  Especially for those affected by the spread of the 
coronavirus. 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY   
10 May 2020 

First Reading: Acts 6:1-7 
Resp. Psalm: Ps 32:1-2. 4-5. 18-19. R. v.22 
Second Reading: 1 Pt 2:4-9 
Gospel: Jn 14:1-12 

RESPONSE FOR THIS SUNDAY  3 May 2020 

Resp. Psalm :   

R. The Lord is my shepherd; 

there is nothing I shall want. 

 

Gospel Acclamation   

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; 
I know my sheep, and mine know me. 

Alleluia! 

READINGS FOR THIS SUNDAY   
3 May 2020 

First Reading: Acts 2:14. 36-41 
Resp. Psalm: Ps 22:1-6. R. v.1 
Second Reading: 1 Pt 2:20-25 
Gospel: Jn 10:1-10 
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