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Dear Friends, 

PENTECOST is the great feast 

of the birth of the Church. Our First 
Reading on Pentecost Sunday is 
always from Chapter 2 of the Acts of 
the Apostles which describes how 
the Holy Spirit came powerfully upon 
these weak and terrified apostles, 
empowering and sending them out 
to fearlessly proclaim and witness to 
the life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus. 
Pentecost was a major Jewish feast 
and a Canaanite feast prior to that. 

The Canaanites were the original inhabitants of the Holy Land and at this time of the year in 
Palestine the wheat harvest comes in. The Canaanites held an agricultural feast annually to 
celebrate the harvest. This festival was so popular and so ingrained into the culture that when 
the Jews conquered the Holy Land they continued the festival but made it one of thanksgiving, 
both for the wheat harvest and also for God’s gift of the Covenant on Mt Sinai. 
Pentecost literally means 50th and the feast was celebrated on the 50th day after Passover. The 
Jewish feast of Pentecost explains why so many people of different countries and languages 
were in Jerusalem at the time of the Descent of the Holy Spirit, as we read in the Acts of the 
Apostles today. The Law of Moses (Ex 23:14) required all adults who lived near Jerusalem to 
worship at the temple three times a year: Passover, Pentecost and Tabernacles. Jews, living 
more than three days’ journey away, were expected to come whenever they could, while those 
living far away should come at least once in their lifetime. Hence, the large crowd speaking 
different languages. 
The Holy Spirit’s coming is seen in the driving wind and the tongues of fire: symbols that 
wouldn’t have been strange to the Jews who knew their Scriptures. The Spirit of God blew over 
the waters at creation and God appeared frequently in the form of fire, as God appeared to Moses in the burning bush 
and Mt Sinai in the form of lightning. The familiar symbol of tongues of fire that came to rest on the heads of the 
Apostles is easily identified as the gift of the Spirit empowering the Apostles with the gift of powerful speech as is seen 
in Peter, who is able to captivate the crowd and bring three thousand to baptism on that day. 
The activity of the Sprit is the subject matter of the rest of the Acts of the Apostles.  
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Parish Mission: 
The Star of the Sea is a welcoming 

community dedicated to sharing the 

light of Christ in the spirit of faith 

and love. We reach out to the 

service of others, thereby enriching 

our value of parish life. 

Star of the Sea Catholic Parish 
Cleveland, Ormiston, Raby Bay, Thornlands 

and Stradbroke Island. 

We recognise the traditional owners of this land, 

The Quandamooka People. 

mailto:cleveland@bne.catholic.net.au
http://www.parishes.bne.catholic.net.au/cleveland/
mailto:connectedyouth.cleveland@bne.catholic.net.au
mailto:pcleveland@bne.catholic.edu.au
mailto:clevelandldc@catholicearlyedcare.qld.edu.au
http://bit.ly/2XWE63s
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/c-VvC1WLzQFzWq4hLMfCN?domain=fb.me
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/c-VvC1WLzQFzWq4hLMfCN?domain=fb.me


The Spirit instructs the early missioners, is the driving force in proclaiming the message of salvation, is responsible for 
conversions to the new faith, gives strength in persecution, is the inspiration for St Paul’s journeys and is responsible 
of the inclusion of non-Jews in the early Church. In fact, all of God’s saving activity until the end of time is due to the 
loving action of the Holy Spirit. But perhaps the greatest marvel was the fact that weak, timid and shallow men, who 
had deserted Jesus in the garden and were huddled in fear in the upper room, were transformed into bold, wise and 
fearless men who would proclaim Jesus to the ends of the earth. 
The Holy Spirit transformed these very ordinary apostles into powerful witnesses. We today have received the same 
gift of the Spirit. 
In our weakness and uncertainty, the Spirit can be our strength and transform us into powerful witnesses. 
In our challenging times, when so many people are turning away from God, may we open ourselves to the power of the 
Holy Spirit so that all Christians will use the gifts of the Spirit to ‘renew the face of the earth.’ 
 

God bless, 
 

Fr Ashley Warbrooke - Parish Priest 
 

============================================================ 

PARISH NEWS  

 

STAR OF THE SEA CATHOLIC PARISH IS NOW ON FACEBOOK:     
Look for us on Facebook. We will be live streaming Mass from the 
Star of the Sea Church, this Sunday at 8.30 am. Following is the link for 
our NEW Facebook page where the Masses will be streamed.  
Please "Like" the page to receive future notices: 
https://fb.me/StaroftheSeaCleveland 
 

PLEASE NOTE: the Mass for the people is not possible for the time 
being. Only parishioners with a role for the livestreaming Mass will be 
attending the Mass.  
We will continue to organise the Livestreaming Mass every Sunday 
8.30am in an effort to get to you at home. 
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SORRY DAY  26th May 2020 
 

Observed annually on 26 May, National Sorry Day remembers and acknowledges 
the mistreatment of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who were forcibly 
removed from their families and communities, which we now know as ‘The Stolen 
Generations’. 
National Sorry Day is a day to acknowledge the strength of Stolen Generations 
Survivors and reflect on how we can all play a part in the healing process for our 
people and nation. While this date carries great significance for the Stolen 
Generations and other Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, it is also 
commemorated by Australians right around the country. 
The first National Sorry Day was held on 26 May 1998, one year after the Bringing 
Them Home report was tabled in Parliament. The Bringing Them Home report is a 
result of a Government Inquiry into the past policies which caused children to be 
removed from their families and communities in the 20th century. 
https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/bringing-them-home-report-1997 

 

 

RECONCILIATION WEEK  27th May – 3rd June  

 

 
As we commemorate Reconciliation 
Week, Journey of Healing, our parish 
acknowledges the traditional owners 
of this land, The Quandamooka 
People: their elders, past, present and 
emerging. 
Reconciliation week goes from 27th 
May to 3rd June. 
The 27th May is the day when 
Australians voted to count Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islanders in the 
census and the 3rd of June is Mabo 

Day when the High Court recognised Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders right to the land. 
This banner was carried by the Quandamooka People in 1986 when Pope John Paul II visited Alice Springs. 

 
THE CATHOLIC LEADER – FREE SUBSCRIPTION DURING COVID-19 CRISIS: 
Our parish community want to pass on an offer of a free digital subscription to The Catholic Leader newspaper. 
The Catholic Leader is Australia’s most widely read Catholic newspaper and regularly includes parish and 
community stories, as well as providing a Catholic perspective on important news across South East Queensland.  
It is free to read during the COVID-19 crisis. 
If you haven't already done so, you can sign up to receive your weekly digital newspaper here: 
https://catholicleader.com.au/covid19free  
The journalists at the Catholic Leader also welcome your recommendations for stories from our parish community.  
Please share your news with their team at editor@catholicleader.com.au  
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FOR FAMILY WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 
 

Pentecost Sunday - Year A (31 May 2020) 
“As the Father sent me, so I send you. Receive the Holy Spirit.” 
 

Something to Think About 
There are two powerful symbols associated with Pentecost. The Holy Spirit came to the disciples 
in the form of fire and wind. Close your eyes and imagine what it was like on that first Pentecost 
day. Hear the sound of wind and imagine the lights and warmth of fire. 
Be still and try to feel the presence of God within you at this moment. 
 

The Scriptures 
A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to John 20:19-23 
The disciples were afraid of the Jewish leaders, 
and on the evening of that same Sunday they locked themselves in a room. 
Suddenly, Jesus appeared in the middle of the group. 
He greeted them and showed them his hands and his side. 
When the disciples saw the Lord, they became very happy. 
After Jesus had greeted them again, he said, 
"I am sending you, just as the Father has sent me." 
Then he breathed on them and said, 
"Receive the Holy Spirit. 
If you forgive anyone's sins, they will be forgiven. 
But if you don't forgive their sins, they will not be forgiven." 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The Story 
Pentecost is a special feast for the Church. Pentecost takes its name from the feast the Jews 
celebrated fifty days after their Passover. In today’s gospel, Jesus appears to the disciples 
and commands them to go forth – to go out and spread the good news of Jesus. However, 
Jesus knows that they will need strength so ‘he breathed on them and said, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit.”’ 
 

Family Discussion 
How do you think the disciples were feeling when they had locked themselves in the room? How 
do you think they felt when Jesus suddenly appeared in the middle of the group? How did Jesus 
give the Holy Spirit to the disciples? What did Jesus send the disciples to do? 
 

Video Click to watch the video. The Holy Spirit Comes 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0IZDXkLy154&feature=emb_logo  

 

PENTECOST – YEAR A © Liturgy Brisbane 2020 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

OFFERINGS: If your method of contribution is by cash donations to the parish and you wish to continue your contributions 
during this difficult time, you could pop in the office to drop your envelopes or make your donations directly to the Parish 
Bank Account: Archdiocesan Development Fund: BSB 064786   A/C 310130102 
Please indicate your envelope number if you are enrolled in the planned giving or just use the reference “Giving” if you don’t 
have a number. You could also contact the Parish Office if you wish to set up a Direct Debit.  
 

PARISHIONERS IN NEED: We are reaching out to any parishioners who need assistance in this time of need.  Please 
advise our parish office if you require any assistance with essentials.  Our Parish telephone number is (07) 3821 4902. 
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REDLAND BAYSIDE DEANERY APPEAL  2020: With winter upon us and the nights getting colder, spare a thought 
for those in our Redland Bayside Deanery community who are most at risk.  We wish to collect the following items to 
provide Rosies, BABI and Night Ninjas with some basic resources which they require to fulfill their mission: 
Cup-a-soup, Cup of noodles, Coffee, Cordial, Sugar, Milo, Long-life Milk, Biscuits, Muesli bars, 
Non-perishables such as: Tinned Meals and Vegetables (ring pull cans), Tinned spaghetti (ring pull cans), Tinned 
baked beans (ring pull cans), Tinned soup (ring pull cans), Tinned fruit, Cup of fruit in juice (125g), Weetbix, 
Cornflakes, Pasta, Rice, Pasta sauce, Rice meals, Pasta meals, Crackers/Snacks, Tea, Milo, Salt/Pepper, Sauces,Roll 
on deodorant (no glass please), Safety razors and shaving cream, Serviettes (packs of 100 please), Plastic spoons, 
Cleaning products, Washing up liquid. THE APPEAL WILL RUN FORM THE 1ST JUNE TO 12TH JUNE.  If you can 
help by bringing an item from the list TO THE PARISH OFFICE it will be greatly appreciated.  Thank you. 
 

NOTICE TO VOLUNTEERS: We would like to encourage you to take this time to submit your safeguarding 

documents and watch the video if you have not do so, as we slowly come back to normal activities you will be ready to 
fulfil your volunteering role when needed. 
Volunteers who are required to complete the Safeguarding Essentials Presentation video can find it available 
online at www.safeguardingaob.com.au and inform the Parish Office by returning a Completion of Presentation Form 
available from the same website or from the parish office. - “Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility” 
 

 
 

PRAYERS 

DECEASED We commend the recently deceased to the loving embrace of God. Especially Dolores Barnes. 

HEALING We pray for those who seek healing in their lives.  Especially Helene Coates and for those affected by the 
spread of the coronavirus.  

ANNIVERSARY We pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time.  

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY   
7 June 2020 

First Reading: Ex 34:4-6. 8-9 
Resp. Psalm: Dn 3:52-56. R. v.52 
Second Reading: 2 Cor 13:11-13 
Gospel: Jn 3:16-18 

RESPONSE FOR THIS SUNDAY  31 May 2020 

Resp. Psalm :   

R. Lord, send out your Spirit 

and renew the face of the earth. 
 

Gospel Acclamation   

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 
and kindle in them the fire of your love. 
Alleluia! 

READINGS FOR THIS SUNDAY   
31 May 2020 

First Reading: Acts 2:1-11 
Resp. Psalm: Ps 103:1. 24. 29-31. 34. R. v.30 
Second Reading: 1 Cor 12:3-7, 12-13 
Gospel: Jn 20:19-23 
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