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Dear Friends, 
In this year 2020 the Gospel read on Sunday is from 
Matthew’s Gospel Year A. This applies quite strictly to 
the Sundays of Ordinary Time but you will have noticed 
that the Third, Fourth and Fifth Sundays of Lent have 
readings from John’s Gospel. This Sunday we have the 
second of the three great dramas from John’s Gospel 
allotted to these Sundays. Last Sunday we listened to the 
Samaritan woman at the well being asked by Jesus for a 
drink. Jesus offered something more than physical water; 
he offered living water.  

Through their discussion she came to faith, to believe that Jesus was the Messiah. This 
week we are invited to walk with the blind man as he gains not only his physical sight, but 
the insight of faith. Although the healing of his physical blindness was instantaneous, his 
growth in spiritual sight was gradual. He grew from the vague perception of the Saviour as 
the man called Jesus to boldly proclaiming Jesus as a prophet, and finally, while receiving 
no support from his parents and facing the hostility of the religious leaders, to recognise 
Jesus as the Lord whom he worshipped. 
While the blind man came to see, the seeing became more blind. The Pharisees saw the 
same miracle, but to their spiritual loss. The Pharisees had met the same Jesus without 
ever really seeing him. Their spiritual blindness deepened because of their arrogance, self-
centredness, and general hardness of heart. They heard Jesus and they saw him, but they 
neither saw nor heard the salvation that was at hand. They were the experts at preaching 
the word of God to others but they were blind to the words of their own scriptures. 
The First Reading from the First Book of Samuel recounts the anointing of the young 
shepherd boy, David, as King of Israel. In the story God sends Samuel to Jesse of 
Bethlehem who had eight sons. From Jesse’s sons would come the next King of Israel. 
Jesse’s eldest son, Elijah, looked like the logical choice from his appearance. He was tall 
and strong and the first to be presented by his father. Since Jesse’s youngest son David 
was only a shepherd boy, his father didn’t even think of presenting him as a candidate. But whereas people are 
often swayed by appearances, God looks into the heart and it was David whom God chose. He became the 
greatest of Israel’s kings. As with the Pharisees and David’s father, so also with us. Though God sees what is 
inside each of us, most of us normally see only the outward appearance. We all like to look good and huge efforts 
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WEEK DAY  
MASSES 

Weekday Masses will 
be celebrated as 

schedule for the time 
being.  

(In small gatherings) 
 

THURSDAY  9.15am 
Star of the Sea 

 
 

FRIDAY 9.15am  
At Star of the Sea 

 
 

SUN 11am 
St Paul of the Cross, 

Dunwich. 
1st & 3rd Sun of 

month 
(Liturgy of the Word with 

Communion – every 
other Sunday at 9am) 

 

HOLY HOUR: 
every Tuesday, 

beginning at 2.50pm  
in the Parish Church.  
You are welcome to 

join us in prayer. 
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are made by so many to look good on the outside. What efforts do we spend to be good on the inside; to be 
strong of faith and good at heart? 
We are at the half way mark of Lent which is a sacred time for us to do some work on the inside. As God looks at 
us he sees who we really are and Lent is that time for us to see who we really are before God. In his letter to the 
Ephesians, Paul encourages the people to live as ‘children of light’. In the remaining weeks of Lent may we use it 
well to open our hearts to receive Jesus the light and truly live as ‘children of the light’. 
 
WEEKEND MASSES CANCELLED: Following the Archdiocese of Brisbane instructions, the celebration of Mass 
on Sundays (including the Saturday vigil) is suspended with immediate effect and until further notice, and all the 
faithful are dispensed from the Sunday obligation.  

You will be able to follow Masses live-streamed from the Cathedral at  
 

www.brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast  
 

on Sundays at 10am and weekdays.  
For the time being, weekday Masses may be celebrated as scheduled, with the current restrictions and 
precautions to be observed.  
 

God bless, 
 

Fr Ashley Warbrooke - Parish Priest 
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19 March 2020  
Solemnity of St Joseph  
TO THE PASTORS AND PEOPLE OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BRISBANE  
These are anxious times as we enter new and uncharted territory. The spread of 

the coronavirus is alarming for a generation that has known nothing like it, and it shows how fragile we are. How 
long it will last we do not know, but almost certainly we are in for the long haul. For all of us, this is a challenge at 
many levels.  
In the Archdiocese there is a daily meeting to address the most recent advice from the Government and the health 
authorities and to consider its implications for the Catholic community. As a result, we have already taken some 
decisions to curb the spread of the virus. Now in the light of the latest advice from the Government and Catholic 
Health Australia, the Archdiocese has come to further decisions. Therefore, the provisions below will now apply 
and more are sure to follow:  
• The celebration of Mass on Sundays (including the Saturday vigil) is suspended with immediate effect and until 
further notice, and all the faithful are dispensed from the Sunday obligation.  
• Priests will continue to celebrate Mass (the Mass for the people) on Sundays without a congregation, with 
people able to follow Masses live-streamed from the Cathedral at archbne.org/bzw on Sundays and 
weekdays.  
• For the time being, weekday Masses may be celebrated as scheduled, with the current restrictions and 
precautions to be observed.  
• The Sacrament of Reconciliation should in general be celebrated only by appointment with the priest, with the 
current precautions to be observed.  
• Any Church celebration or event where more than 100 people are expected should be cancelled or postponed.  
• All attending any Church celebration or event should respect the requirements of physical distancing.  
• All ministers of Holy Communion, including the priest, should disinfect their hands before and after distributing.  
• In the Ordinary Form of the Latin Rite, the Body of Christ should be administered only in the hand and the 
chalice should be received by the celebrant alone.  
• The Sign of Peace should be limited to saying “Peace be with you” with a nod or bow; no hand-shaking or hand-
holding should occur here or at the Our Father.  
• Hymn books should not be used.  
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• As far as possible, churches should remain open to allow private prayer; the Blessed Sacrament might be 
exposed in the monstrance for this purpose (as long as fewer than 100 are attending and with the usual provisions 
for reverence and security of the Sacrament). 
• Communion to the sick should be taken by priests alone and in general be restricted to Viaticum to the dying, 
with the current restrictions and precautions to be observed.  
• Prayers of intercession for an end to the pandemic and for the safety of all should be included in Masses, in the 
Liturgy of the Hours and in private prayer; houses of consecrated religious are asked to intensify their intercessory 
prayer also.  
• Baptisms, weddings and funerals may be celebrated, but restricted if necessary to immediate family; baptisms 
and weddings can always be postponed.  
• Preparation for and celebration of First Penance, Confirmation and First Communion should be postponed until 
the pandemic is over.  
• Priests should ensure that parishioners can contact them in emergencies.  
 
It is essential in a time such as this to strengthen and deepen our spiritual life, precisely so that we do not “lose 
sight of Jesus” (Hebrews 12:2). The Archdiocese will do everything possible to assist you with this; and there is an 
abundance of online resources – including Mass at home – to nourish your faith through this time. As Pope 
Francis has said, pastors will have to show creativity in ministering to their people; and there are many examples 
of this around the world, with technology making it less difficult than in the past.  
To conclude I offer two prayers which you may wish to pray through this time. The first is one I have written: its 
words are simple but they may help to guide you in your prayer. May the God to whom we turn in this moment 
listen to the pleading of our heart and answer as he has so often before, so that love may come from fear, hope 
from despair and joy from sorrow:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The second is an ecumenical prayer from the National Council of Churches, who have invited all of us to pray this 
prayer at 7pm each day, but especially on Sunday 29 March which we will mark as a National Day of Prayer in 
this time of crisis:  
Gracious God,  
We give thanks anew for your providence and presence.  
We prayerfully seek your grace, amidst COVID-19 here and overseas.  
We pray for those in need of healing.  
 



We pray for your peace with those who are anxious or grieving.  
We pray you will continue to strengthen and sustain all those who are serving in response.  
We pray for your Holy Spirit’s discernment amidst the many choices and decisions  
 
facing our national, community and medical leaders.  
We pray we each might see quickly what more we can do to help those who are vulnerable.  
This prayer for our nation in the family of nations,  
with all that is on our hearts, we gather now and pray through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
With the blessing of peace,  
Archbishop of Brisbane 
 
 

ST JOSEPH THE HUSBAND OF MARY’S FEAST DAY (19 
March): Everything we know about the husband of Mary and the 
foster father of Jesus comes from Scripture and that has 
seemed too little for those who made up legends about him. 
We know he was a carpenter, a working man, for the sceptical 
Nazarenes ask about Jesus, "Is this not the carpenter's son?" 
(Matthew 13:55). He wasn't rich for when he took Jesus to the 

Temple to be circumcised and Mary to be purified he offered the sacrifice of two turtledoves or a pair of pigeons, 
allowed only for those who could not afford a lamb (Luke 2:24). Despite his humble work and means, Joseph came 
from a royal lineage, from David, the greatest king of Israel (Matthew 1:1-16 and Luke 3:23-38). Indeed the angel who 
first tells Joseph about Jesus greets him as "son of David," a royal title used also for Jesus. 
We celebrate two feast days for Joseph: March 19 for Joseph the Husband of Mary and May 1 for Joseph the 
Worker. March 19 has been the most commonly celebrated feast day for Joseph, and it wasn't until 1955 that Pope 
Pius XII established the Feast of "St. Joseph the Worker" to be celebrated on May 1. This is also May Day 
(International Workers' Day) and believed to reflect Joseph's status as the patron of workers. 
 
 

 

HEALING MASS IN APRIL: Please note Healing Mass will remain on THURSDAY 2ND APRIL (not Friday). 
There will be NO morning tea afterwards. 
 
 
 
 

 

PRAYERS 

ANNIVERSARY We pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time. Especially Tom Williamson. 

DECEASED We commend the recently deceased to the loving embrace of God. Especially Kathleen  
Ambachtsheer. 

HEALING We pray for those who seek healing in their lives.   

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY   
29 March 2020 

First Reading: Ez 37:12-14 
Resp. Psalm: Ps 129. R. v.7 
Second Reading: Rom 8:8-11 
Gospel: Jn 11:1-45 

RESPONSE FOR THIS SUNDAY  22 March 2020 

Resp. Psalm :   

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

Gospel Acclamation   

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 
whoever follows me will have the light of life. 
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 


