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Dear Friends, 
Jesus’ parable today about workers being called to the vineyard 
at various times of the day and at days end being paid the same 
wage, always invites vigorous debate. 
How can it be fair? Our present day labour laws spell out an 
hourly rate. That seems to have been the expectation of those 
who worked many hours of the day and received one denarius, 
while the one hour workers also received their denarius. This 
parable however, is not intended to give moral guidance on 

labour management negotiations. It gives food for thought on envy. It also shows the incredible 
generosity of God. 
The usual daily wage of one denarius was barely a subsistence amount. If a worker missed one 
day’s work, he and his family went hungry. Though five groups were hired, only the first group 
hired at daybreak were contracted for the usual daily wage. The midmorning group were 
assured of a fair wage and the last group no promise at all. Naturally, when all those hired 
received the same pay, the early comers, who were paid last, complained. 
From the beginning of Christianity, that phenomenon hasn’t been unfamiliar. In the crowd 
around Jesus, the Pharisees resented Jesus’ idea that tax collectors and sinners had the 
chance of being on a par with them. After Jesus’ time early Jewish Christians complained about 
equal treatment given to the Gentiles coming into the church. In some parish communities, long 
term parishioners still question new comers quickly achieving a high profile and many lifelong 
Christians resent what we call “deathbed conversions”. Our ways of thinking are very human 
and are all about ‘ME’. 
When we look closely at the vineyard story; the labourers aren’t dissatisfied about the wage 
they received (they agreed for a denarius) but that the others receive as much. Although the 
complainers call their cause fairness, they had a classic case of envy. Envy doesn’t say “I want 
what you have too,” but “I want what you have and I want you not to have it.” 
‘Jealousy’, a close relative of ‘envy’ focusses on possessing a deserved object while ‘envy’ says 
‘I want to take it away from you, and if I can’t do that, I’ll spoil it or destroy it for you.” Envious 
people live in a perpetual state of focusing on what others around them have and what they 
don’t have. Usually envy is mostly about material things: big houses, expensive cars, the top 
name brands in everything. We are also envious when we see people we consider less talented 
and less deserving than ourselves receiving that coveted promotion. 

 

PARISH PRIEST: Fr Ashley Warbrooke 
Presbytery: 3821 1953 
Mobile: 0417 753 739 (for emergencies only) 

 

Weekend Masses: Sat 5.30pm and Sun 7am and 8.30am   
PLEASE REGISTER ONLINE FROM OUR WEBSITE: 
http://www.staroftheseachurch.org/ (attendance by booking only) 
Reconciliation:      Sat 4.45pm 

 

Parish Office:  Alba Bran    Ph:  3821 4902         
53 Passage Street Cleveland 
PO Box 252 Cleveland Q 4163 
Email: cleveland@bne.catholic.net.au 
Web:    http://www.staroftheseachurch.org/  
Youth Ministry: Ella Mizzi - Mob 0499 024 309 

connectedyouth.cleveland@bne.catholic.net.au  
Sacraments & Baptism Coordinator: Alba Bran  
Finance: Gabrielle Linning (Thursday) 

 

Holy Cross Funerals  
Ph 3293 0555 (24 hours) 
 

Columbarium  
at Star of the Sea Cleveland 
enquiries to Parish Office 

 

School Principal:   
Veronica Tomerini-Smith 
Ph: 3286 2377   Fax: 3286 2677 
Email: pcleveland@bne.catholic.edu.au  
Child Care: Linda Daniel / Simone Bool 
Ph: 3821 2999 
Email:  
clevelandldc@catholicearlyedcare.qld.edu.au  

Web: http://bit.ly/2XWE63s  

Safeguarding Officer 
Tony Moore 
Mob 0427 581 467 
 

 

 

MASS TIMES 
 

 

THURSDAY  9.15am 
Star of the Sea 

 
Sunday 8.30am 

Live-stream 
Mass available 

from our 
FACEBOOK 

PAGE: 
https://fb.me/Starof
theSeaCleveland 

 

It will be available 
also from 

YouTube after the 
Mass has finished 

(not live) 
through this link: 

https://www.youtub
e.com/channel/UCi
F45MwAUgNh1P1

ALe7NIAw  
 

SUN 11am 
St Paul of the Cross, 

Dunwich. 
1st & 3rd Sun of 

month 
(Liturgy of the Word with 

Communion – every 
other Sunday at 9am) 
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25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Parish Mission: 
The Star of the Sea is a welcoming 

community dedicated to sharing the 

light of Christ in the spirit of faith 

and love. We reach out to the 

service of others, thereby enriching 

our value of parish life. 

Star of the Sea Catholic Parish 
Cleveland, Ormiston, Raby Bay, Thornlands 

and Stradbroke Island. 

We recognise the traditional owners of this land, 

The Quandamooka People. 
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Today’s parable teaches us that nothing God gives us is due us; everything God gives us is gift, freely given not 
earned or deserved. Are we envious that God is generous to others too? 
Today’s parable also shows us the tender compassion of God. The labourer had waited all day in the hope of being 
employed and as the day was drawing to a close he would have been resigned to no work today. 
God, our vineyard master, pays all of us more than we can earn or deserve. And the fact that the last can be first 
should give comfort and hope to us all. God’s gifts to those who are last should bring not envy but joy. 
In meditating on today’s parable, the challenge is for us to strive to imitate the generosity of God and never begrudge 
God’s gifts, God’s grace to others, whether they’ve been called early or late. When we can come to welcome and 
rejoice in the good that comes to others, the dark shadow of envy is replaced by the light of generosity of spirit. 
Maybe today is a good day to “count our blessings.” 
 

God bless, 
 

Fr Ashley Warbrooke - Parish Priest 
============================================================ 

PARISH NEWS  

19 – 20 September 2020 

Be blessed and bless others with your gift 

 

 

Ensuring the future of our faith 
Your support of Holy Spirit Seminary provides a 
home for the formation and education of future 
priests for our faith.  
 

catholiccampaign.com.au 
 

 

Supporting those in need through 
Centacare 

With your donation to the Annual Catholic 
Campaign you help continue the vital work 
Centacare does in our local communities. With 
your support, they provide ministries such as: 
• Homelessness and housing support 
• Hospital chaplaincy 
• Domestic and family violence support 
• Catholic Psychiatric Pastoral Care 
• Murri ministry 

 

 

Mary MacKillop Catholic School Access 
Fund 

Continuing the legacy of St Mary of the Cross 
MacKillop, the MacKillop Fund provides Catholic 
education bursaries to local children whose families are 
in financial and often spiritual distress. 

 

 

A joyful retirement for our elderly and 
frail priests 

 

Providing a dignified retirement and healthcare to our 
elderly and unwell priests, who have faithfully served 
our parishes and communities. 
 

 



 
 

BISHOPS OF QUEENSLAND ELECTION STATEMENT  
Our faith is more than a private matter. It shapes our lives in public as well as how 
we relate to God personally.  
The Catholic Bishops of Queensland have released a State Election Statement, 
calling on Catholics to consider Catholic Social Teachings as they go to the polls 
on October 31.  
To read the statement visit https://bit.ly/2FDLtIH  
 
 

 
HISTORY BOOK LAUNCHED: Fr Chris Hanlon’s new book entitled “The Catholic Church in Colonial Queensland 
1859 – 1918” has been launched and will retail for $40. All proceeds will go to the Archdiocesan Archives.  
For parishes or schools trying to augment their library, book purchases can be made by phoning Archives (3324 
3433) or Fr Chris Hanlon 0419 730 025.  
 
MARIAN VALLEY- MOTHER TERESA SHRINE: 
The second anniversary of the St Teresa of Calcutta Shrine at Marian Valley, Canungra, is on Saturday, 03 October 
2020. This year, the annual bus pilgrimage for the parishioners to the Marian Valley is not being organised due to the 
COVID restrictions and social distancing requirements. 
The event will be celebrated with Mass at 11 am followed by a procession to the Shrine at 12 pm. 
Registration: If you are self-driving, attending the event is by registration only. 
Numbers are restricted for the event and you can now register online. 
The Eventbrite link is available from the Star of the Sea Cleveland Parish website: http://www.staroftheseachurch.org/ 
or the Mother Teresa Shrine website: http://www.motherteresashrine.com.au/ 
Prior to the event, please check the Mother Teresa Shrine website for late changes or cancellations due to 
updated local lockdown conditions. Please contact Keith Fernandes (M: 0401142043) for further information. 

 
WEEKEND MASSES - ATTENDANCE BY BOOKING ONLY. YOU CAN NOW REGISTER ONLINE for the 

Saturday 5.30pm and Sunday 7am and 8.30am, THE LINK IS AVAILABLE FROM OUR WEBSITE: 
http://www.staroftheseachurch.org/   Please follow the instructions from our marshal. 
 

STAR OF THE SEA CATHOLIC PARISH IS NOW ON FACEBOOK:     

We will be live streaming Mass from the Star of the Sea Church, this 

Sunday at 8.30 am. Following is the link for our NEW Facebook page where the 
Masses will be streamed. Please "Like" the page to receive future notices: 
https://fb.me/StaroftheSeaCleveland  
 

It will be available also from YouTube after the Mass has finished  
(not live) through this link: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiF45MwAUgNh1P1ALe7NIAw  
 
 
CHRISTIAN MEDITATION: Winter time 4pm every Wednesday in the church. All welcome. 
“God speaks in the silence of the heart” – Mother Teresa.  
 
 

CANCER COUNCIL QLD’S CENT AUCTION: Prices, raffles, lucky door price and special 
draws. Saturday 3rd October 2020. At Star of the Sea Church Hall.  
Doors open: 12.45pm 
Afternoon Tea: 1.15pm 
Auction starts 1.45pm 

Admission: $10 per person (includes 1 sheet of tickets and afternoon tea) – Extra sheets of tickets at $1 each. 
Limited numbers, please RSVP – Marion 3207 5461 or dmbesgrove@hotmail.com or Heather 3286 1803. 
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ARCHDIOCESAN MULTICULTURAL MASS: In observance of the 106th World Day of Migrants and Refugees, 
Theme: Forced like Jesus Christ to flee. Mass will be celebrated at 2.30pm at St Stephen’s Cathedral next 
Sunday 27 September 2020. ONLINE EVENT. Main Celebrant: Most Rev Mark Coleridge Archbishop of Brisbane  
Concelebrants: Priests ministering to multicultural communities. 
Live web cast: http://archbne.org/bzw    Please tune into either archbne. http://archbne.org/bzw  
or https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/ from approximately 10 minutes before the Mass start.  
Queries contact Multicultural Pastoral Care 3324 3451. We acknowledge and pay our respects to the traditional 
owners and elders past, present and emerging, on whose land we walk, work and live. 

 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 2020 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: 
The parents’ information meeting for children enrolled for  
First Holy Communion this year will be held on 
Wednesday 14th October.  
Parents can attend any of the following sessions: 
2pm – in the church or 
7pm – at the parish office 
 

PRAYERS 

DECEASED We commend the recently deceased to the loving embrace of God. Especially for Jackie Johnson.    

HEALING We pray for those who seek healing in their lives.  Specially Gustavo Montenegro, Frances Mant and every 
person affected by the spread of the coronavirus.  

ANNIVERSARY We pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time.  

NEXT WEEK’S COUNTERS & CLEANERS  
(27-09-20) 

Counters Team 1 
 

Cleaners  Team 2 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY   
27 September 2020 

First Reading: Ez 18:25-28 
Resp. Psalm: Ps 24:4-9. R. v.6 
Second Reading: Phil 2:1-11 

Gospel: Mt 21:28-32 

RESPONSE FOR THIS SUNDAY  20 Sept 2020 

Resp. Psalm :   

R. The Lord is near to all who call him. 
 

Gospel Acclamation   

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Open our hearts, O Lord, 
to listen to the words of your Son.  
Alleluia! 

READINGS FOR THIS SUNDAY   
20 September 2020 

First Reading: Is 55:6-9 
Resp. Psalm: Ps 144:2-3. 8-9. 17-18. R. v.18 
Second Reading: Phil 1:20-24. 27 
Gospel: Mt 20:1-16 
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