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Dear Friends, 
Last Wednesday, May 13th was the Feast of 
Our Lady of Fatima and I’m sure many of 
you have visited this very special place of 
pilgrimage in Portugal. On this day in 1917 
Our Lady appeared to three peasant children 
Lucia dos Santos, 9, and her cousins 
Francisco 8 and Jacinta Marto 6. The 6 
apparitions occurred on the 13th of each 
month, except for August when the children 
were prevented from attending, having been 
kidnapped by a small town official. The 
August apparition was on the 19th. 
During the last apparition in October, Mary 

declared herself to be ‘Our Lady of the Rosary’ and told the children to pray the Rosary 
daily, and asked that a chapel be built in her honour. 
Very sadly, two of the children died as a result of the Spanish Flu epidemic that was 
sweeping through the world at the end of the First Wold War. Francisco Marto died in April 
1919 and his sister Jacinta in February 1920 but their cousin, Lucia dos Santos, lived most 
of her life in the convent, entering the Sisters of St Dorothy in 1928 and then joining the 
Discalced Carmelites at Coimbra in 1947 where she remained until her death in 2005 at the 
age of 97. 
Lucia wrote two accounts of the visions, in 1936-37 and 1941-42, and with permission of her 
religious superiors was allowed to reveal part of the ‘secret’. Through her, we learned the 
“threefold Message of Fatima”: to practice Penance, to recite the Rosary and to have 
Devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
The publication of the full ‘secret’ was not to be unsealed until 1960 but this was postponed 
indefinitely by Pope John XXIII. 
His successor, Pope Paul VI, was the first Pope to visit Fatima in May 1967, on the 50th Anniversary of the first 
vision. 
This first vision occurred just five months before the Russian Revolution and in the June apparition when Our 
Lady asked that Devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary be increased in response to God’s will, she specifically 
requested that Russia be consecrated to her Immaculate Heart. 
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Parish Mission: 
The Star of the Sea is a welcoming 

community dedicated to sharing the 

light of Christ in the spirit of faith 

and love. We reach out to the 

service of others, thereby enriching 

our value of parish life. 

Star of the Sea Catholic Parish 
Cleveland, Ormiston, Raby Bay, Thornlands 

and Stradbroke Island. 

We recognise the traditional owners of this land, 

The Quandamooka People. 

mailto:cleveland@bne.catholic.net.au
http://www.parishes.bne.catholic.net.au/cleveland/
mailto:connectedyouth.cleveland@bne.catholic.net.au
mailto:pcleveland@bne.catholic.edu.au
mailto:clevelandldc@catholicearlyedcare.qld.edu.au
http://bit.ly/2XWE63s
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/c-VvC1WLzQFzWq4hLMfCN?domain=fb.me
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/c-VvC1WLzQFzWq4hLMfCN?domain=fb.me


On the twenty-fifth Anniversary of the visions in 1947, Pope Pius XII 
consecrated the world to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and ten years later 
specifically consecrated Russia to the Immaculate heart. 
Pope John Paul II was shot on May 13, 1981, the 64th anniversary of the first 
apparition and made a pilgrimage to Fatima one year later. The Pope 
publicly credited Our Lady of Fatima for saving his life during the 
assassination attempt and went to Fatima to give thanks for her intervention. 
While in Fatima he stated that the “message of Fatima is more relevant and 
more urgent today than even when Our Lady first appeared in 1917. 
Pope John Paull II revisited the shrine in 1991 on the tenth anniversary of 
the attempt on his life. The third ‘secret’ of Fatima was finally revealed by the 
Vatican in 2000, which spoke of turmoil for the church. 
The message Our Lady imparted during the apparitions to the children, 
concerned the violent trials that would afflict the world by means of war, 
starvation and the persecution of the church and the Holy Father if the world 
did not make reparation for sin. She urged the Church to pray and offer sacrifices to God so that peace may come 
upon the world and that trials may be averted. 
To mark the 100th Anniversary of the first appearance of Our Lady of Fatima, Pope Francis visited the shrine on 
May 13th 2017 and completed the process of canonization of Francisco and Jacinta Marto declaring them to be 
saints. Our horrific Coronavirus pandemic can only be compared to the Spanish Flu pandemic of 1918-20 which 
took the lives of up to 50 million people including these very special young children of Fatima, Francisco and 
Jacinta Marto. 
May is the month of Mary. Let we answer her request during the apparitions of Fatima and pray the daily Rosary 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us. 
 

God bless, 
 

Fr Ashley Warbrooke - Parish Priest 
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This Sunday 17 May,  

our 8.30am Mass at Star of the Sea is 

dedicated to our volunteers. 
 

THANK YOU for the vital contribution 
you make to our Parish life. 

 
 
  

 



 

FOR FAMILY WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 
 

Sixth Sunday of Easter - Year A  (17 May 2020) 
“I shall ask the Father and he will give you another Advocate.” 
 

Something to Think About 
Even though we cannot see Jesus, we can experience his presence in many different ways. 
The Spirit is at work in the world, bringing love, joy, kindness, patience and gentleness. 
The main message in today’s gospel is to love Jesus and to do as he commands. 
What does love look like…. feel like…. and sound like? 
 

The Scriptures 
A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to John 14:15-17, 19-20 
Jesus said to his disciples: "If you love me, you will do as I command. 
Then I will ask the Father to send you the Holy Spirit who will help you and always be with you. 
The Spirit will show you what is true. 
In a little while the people of this world won't be able to see me, but you will see me. 
And because I live, you will live. Then you will know that I am one with the Father. 
You will know that you are one with me, and I am one with you.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The Story 
Jesus reminds the disciples that the way to show their love for him is to keep his 
commandments. However, the disciples are still fearful and anxious so Jesus promises them 
a comforter and helper – the Holy Spirit. They are not to feel alone or like orphans. The Holy 
Spirit will help them to know Jesus as the one sent by the Father. 
 

Family Discussion 
Begin by talking about activities we need help with before we can do them on our own, e.g. riding 
a bike, swimming, tying shoelaces. 
Now talk about activities that we still need help with e.g. learning a new language, baking a new 
recipe. Help is something we need all through our lives!! This is true for us as disciples of Jesus. 
Talk about times when you have needed help to show your love for Jesus by keeping his 
commandments. 

 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER– YEAR A © Liturgy Brisbane 2020 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
STAR OF THE SEA CATHOLIC PARISH IS NOW ON FACEBOOK:     
Look for us on Facebook. We will be live streaming Mass from the Star 
of the Sea Church, this Sunday, 17 May at 8.30 am. Following is the link 
for our NEW Facebook page where the Masses will be streamed.  
Please "Like" the page to receive future notices: 
https://fb.me/StaroftheSeaCleveland 
  

 
FAKE EMAIL: Please note a fake email supposedly from Fr Ashley has been received by some parishioners.  He 
doesn’t have any gmail account. Please report the email as scam and block it. The only email address is 
cleveland@bne.catholic.net.au 
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OFFERINGS: If your method of contribution is by cash donations to the parish, and you wish to continue your 
contributions during this difficult time. You could make your donations directly to the Parish Bank Account: 
Archdiocesan Development Fund 
BSB 064786   A/C 310130102 
Please indicate your envelope number if you are enrolled in the planned giving or just use the reference “Giving” if you 
don’t have an envelope number. You could also contact the Parish Office if you wish to set up a Direct Debit. Email: 
cleveland@bne.catholic.net.au or Ph 3821 4902. 
 

 

PARISHIONERS IN NEED: We are reaching out to any parishioners who need assistance in this time of need.  Please 
advise our parish office if you require any assistance with essentials.  Our Parish telephone number is (07) 3821 4902.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE MONTH OF MAY DEDICATED TO OUR LADY: May is the "month which the piety of the faithful has especially 

dedicated to Our Blessed Lady," and it is the occasion for a "moving tribute of faith and love which Catholics in every 

part of the world [pay] to the Queen of Heaven. During this month Christians, both in church and in the privacy of the 

home, offer up to Mary from their hearts an especially fervent and loving homage of prayer and veneration. In this 

month, too, the benefits of God's mercy come down to us from her throne in greater abundance" (Paul VI: Encyclical 

on the Month of May, no. 1). How to pray the rosary: https://www.catholic.org/prayers/rosary.php 
 

 

PRAYERS 

ANNIVERSARY We pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time.  

DECEASED We commend the recently deceased to the loving embrace of God. Especially Trevor Stewart. 

HEALING We pray for those who seek healing in their lives.  Especially for those affected by the spread of the 
coronavirus. 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY   
24 May 2020 

First Reading: Acts 1:1-11 
Resp. Psalm: Ps 46:2-3. 6-9. R. v.6 
Second Reading: Eph 1:17-23 
Gospel: Mt 28:16-20 

RESPONSE FOR THIS SUNDAY  17 May 2020 

Resp. Psalm :   

R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 

 

Gospel Acclamation   

Alleluia, alleluia! 
All who love me will keep my words, 
and my Father will love them and we will come 
to them. 
Alleluia! 

READINGS FOR THIS SUNDAY   
17 May 2020 

First Reading: Acts 8:5-8. 14-17 
Resp. Psalm: Ps 65:1-7. 16. 20. R. see v.1 
Second Reading: 1 Pt 3:15-18 
Gospel: Jn 14:15-21 
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