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Dear Friends, 
Jesus had left Galilee and travelled into Gentile 
territory around the commercial cities of Tyre and 
Sidon, cities that the prophets held up as examples of 
corruption and wickedness. Jesus, it seems, wanted 
to avoid the harassment of the Pharisees and Herod 
and find some peace and quiet so as to instruct his 
Apostles. Have you ever seen a difficult person 
approaching and in order to avoid them have run into 
greater trouble? That is what happened here to 
Jesus. A very persistent and determined Canaanite 
woman was waiting in ambush. She was desperate 
because her beloved daughter was seriously ill and 

having undoubtedly tried all other remedies, now took the chance of coming to this stranger for 
help. 
She was like good mothers all over the world; there was nothing she wouldn’t do for the 
daughter she loved. Even before she spoke to Jesus she was well behind the light ball: women 
weren’t supposed to speak to men in the street, she was asking for a cure for her daughter and 
not for the more favoured male child, and she was not only a Gentile but from a hostile tribe. So 
she had to first face the Apostles for whom the avoidance of contact with Gentiles was part of 
what it meant to be included among God’s chosen people. 
The Apostles first wanted to get rid of her. But Jesus saw something in her that they didn’t, the 
love for her daughter which meant she wasn’t easily going to be rejected. She presented Jesus 
with a dilemma. If he granted her request, he would seem to be indifferent to those who 
considered themselves to be God’s chosen people. 
If he didn’t grant her request, he would be going against his innate compassion. 
Jesus, initially, is reluctant to grant the woman’s request, telling his disciples that he has come 
for the ‘lost sheep of the House of Israel’ and this unnamed woman is an outsider. 
This determined woman has come right up to Jesus, begging for help. She seems to accept that 
Jesus’ mission is to the ‘lost sheep’ of Israel and isn’t put off even when Jesus says that it “isn’t 
fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the house dogs.” Her reply is in words, equally 
unforgettable, “Yes Sir, but even house dogs can eat the scraps that fall from the Master’s 
table.” This is quick and a remarkable bit of word play on the part of Jesus and the woman.  
 

 

PARISH PRIEST: Fr Ashley Warbrooke 
Presbytery: 3821 1953 
Mobile: 0417 753 739 (for emergencies only) 

 

Weekend Masses: Sat 5.30pm and Sun 7am and 8.30am   
PLEASE REGISTER ONLINE FROM OUR WEBSITE: 
http://www.staroftheseachurch.org/ (attendance by booking only) 
Reconciliation:      Sat 4.45pm 

 

Parish Office:  Alba Bran    Ph:  3821 4902         
53 Passage Street Cleveland 
PO Box 252 Cleveland Q 4163 
Email: cleveland@bne.catholic.net.au 
Web:    http://www.staroftheseachurch.org/  
Youth Ministry: Ella Mizzi - Mob 0499 024 309 

connectedyouth.cleveland@bne.catholic.net.au  
Sacraments & Baptism Coordinator: Alba Bran  
Finance: Gabrielle Linning (Thursday) 

 

Holy Cross Funerals  
Ph 3293 0555 (24 hours) 
 

Columbarium  
at Star of the Sea Cleveland 
enquiries to Parish Office 

 

School Principal:   
Veronica Tomerini-Smith 
Ph: 3286 2377   Fax: 3286 2677 
Email: pcleveland@bne.catholic.edu.au  
Child Care: Linda Daniel / Simone Bool 
Ph: 3821 2999 
Email:  
clevelandldc@catholicearlyedcare.qld.edu.au  

Web: http://bit.ly/2XWE63s  

Safeguarding Officer 
Tony Moore 
Mob 0427 581 467 
 

 

 

MASS TIMES 
 

 

THURSDAY  9.15am 
Star of the Sea 

(No booking required) 

 
Sunday 8.30am 

Live-stream 
Mass available 
from our new 
FACEBOOK 

PAGE: 
https://fb.me/Starof
theSeaCleveland 

 

It will be available 
also from 

YouTube after the 
Mass has finished 

(not live) 
through this link: 

https://www.youtub
e.com/channel/UCi
F45MwAUgNh1P1

ALe7NIAw  
 

SUN 11am 
St Paul of the Cross, 

Dunwich. 
1st & 3rd Sun of 

month 
(Liturgy of the Word with 

Communion – every 
other Sunday at 9am) 
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Parish Mission: 
The Star of the Sea is a welcoming 

community dedicated to sharing the 

light of Christ in the spirit of faith 

and love. We reach out to the 

service of others, thereby enriching 

our value of parish life. 

Star of the Sea Catholic Parish 
Cleveland, Ormiston, Raby Bay, Thornlands 

and Stradbroke Island. 

We recognise the traditional owners of this land, 

The Quandamooka People. 
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It sounds to our ears that Jesus’ language isn’t very complimentary but this woman takes no offence and is quick with 
her reply. 
Her love for her daughter means that she will do everything in her power to help her and her persistence shows that 
she does have faith that Jesus can heal. To her persistence and her language of faith, Jesus’ final reply was as 
enthusiastic and warm as his initial approach appeared to be aloof and cold. He granted her request and this precious 
daughter was healed. 
Jesus had indeed come for the lost sheep of the House of Israel but in this meeting, Jesus shows great compassion for 
the lost, the outsider and that he was slowly tearing down the walls that separated Jew and Gentile and showing God’s 
wish to end the barriers based on religion. 
This woman of Canaan is another example of that figure in the Gospel (like the good Samaritan, the centurion, the tax 
collector) whose faith and honesty is a revelation to those around Jesus and to us who read the Gospel today. 
Jesus showed love and compassion for all, especially the sinner and the lost. When we feel lost and alone our cry is 
‘Lord, help me.’ The Lord always does. 
 

God bless, 
 

Fr Ashley Warbrooke - Parish Priest 
 

============================================================ 

PARISH NEWS  

COVID-19 RECOMMENDATIONS:  
thank you for following the recommendations and care for each other at this time. 
The Chief Health Officer reminded Queenslanders of two important protocols:  
1) If you have any symptoms stay home and get tested, and  
2) maintain social distancing and wash your hands. 
 

CHURCH CLOSED TUESDAY 18TH AUGUST: Please note the church will not be open for private prayer this 
coming Tuesday 18th August. 
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION FOR CHILDREN: will be celebrated next Thursday 20th and Saturday 22nd August. 
Please keep these children in your prayers. ‘Loving God help us to teach our children that you love us totally and 
unconditionally. Help us to encourage our children to grow in love and to learn how to say sorry, knowing that you 
always forgive. Give us the courage to pray with our children and to share our faith with them as we journey together.’ 
 

WEEKEND MASSES - ATTENDANCE BY BOOKING ONLY 
Mass is now restricted to 100 people attending, including the priest and parishioners 
with a role for the livestreaming Mass, YOU CAN NOW REGISTER ONLINE for the 
Saturday 5.30pm and Sunday 7am and 8.30am (50 people limit for the 7am to 

allow time for cleaning), THE LINK IS AVAILABLE FROM OUR WEBSITE: 
http://www.staroftheseachurch.org/   Please follow the instructions from our marshal. 
 

WEEKDAY MASS: Thursday Mass has resumed at 9.15am. Please follow the 

instructions from our marshal. There is no need to book for weekday mass, as the 
numbers of attendees are lower than 100. 
 

STAR OF THE SEA CATHOLIC PARISH IS NOW ON FACEBOOK:     

Look for us on Facebook. We will be live streaming Mass from the 

Star of the Sea Church, this Sunday at 8.30 am. Following is the link 

for our NEW Facebook page where the Masses will be streamed.  
Please "Like" the page to receive future notices: 
https://fb.me/StaroftheSeaCleveland 
 

It will be available also from YouTube after the Mass has finished  
(not live) through this link: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiF45MwAUgNh1P1ALe7NIAw  
 

THE FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION MASS.  
Will be celebrated on Saturday at 9.15am in Star of the Sea Church. All welcome (no booking required). 
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20th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A (16 August 2020) 
"Woman, your faith is great.” © Liturgy Brisbane 

 

Something to Think About In today’s story, Jesus talks to a woman from a different country and, despite 
their differences, he eventually helps her because of her faith. Who, in your life, would you consider to be a foreigner or 
a stranger? Maybe a person you haven’t met yet or a person you have judged to be 'different'. 
 

The Scriptures: A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 15:23-28 
A Canaanite woman kept following Jesus and shouting, so his disciples came up and asked him to send her away. 
Jesus said, "I was sent only to the people of Israel! They are like a flock of lost sheep." 
The woman came closer. Then she kneeled down and begged, "Lord, please help me!" 
Jesus replied, "It isn't right to take food away from children and feed it to dogs." "Lord, that's true," the woman said, 
"but even dogs get the crumbs that fall from their owner's table." Jesus answered, "Dear woman, you really do have a 
lot of faith, and you will be given what you want." At that moment her daughter was healed. 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The Story The woman in this week’s story from Matthew’s gospel is a stranger and a foreigner and the last 
person one would expect to seek out Jesus. She displays great faith, more faith, in fact, than the disciples ever show! It 
is her faith that saves her and heals her daughter. 
 

Family Discussion: Talk together about what you found surprising about what Jesus does and says in 
today’s story. Has someone ever ignored you as Jesus did to the woman when she called him the first time? Talk 
about how you felt. Why didn’t the woman give up? Why did she continue calling Jesus to help her daughter? Talk 
about how Jesus is always ready to answer the prayers of anyone who has strong faith in God. 
 

Video Click to watch the video. Faith Through The Eyes of a Child 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=CsXdYwe0TJE&feature=emb_logo 
 
WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER: A weekend experience for married couples, daytime, going home on the 
Saturday evening – away from the distractions of everyday living.  Take time out of your busy schedule, to invest in 
your most precious asset . . . your Marriage!  This is a unique opportunity to reconnect, rekindle and refresh your 
relationship. Our next COVID-SAFE live-out weekend will be held from 24-25 October 2020 at Hendra (Brisbane inner 
suburb) from Saturday morning until Sunday afternoon (including Mass). For bookings/details contact:  Maria and 
David Murphy, ph (07) 3342 1456, dandmmurphy@optusnet.com.au    Information website:  www.wwme.org.au 
Watch our video –  https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V3PwNz9ENP1tiaSUaT1C_gqYkIgHxzQ8/view?usp=sharing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PRAYERS 

DECEASED We commend the recently deceased to the loving embrace of God.  Specially Marie Jones, Patricia 
Willard and Betty Breen. 

HEALING We pray for those who seek healing in their lives.  Specially Annette Whitehouse, Adrian Montenegro and 
every person affected by the spread of the coronavirus.  

ANNIVERSARY We pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time.  

If you wish to support the Parish, you can now give via 
 

    
http://parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au  
We thank you for your kind support. 
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Student Teaching 
Scholarship:  
Education Students 
Brisbane Catholic Education is offering scholarships to 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students who are enrolled in a full-time teaching degree (Primary or Secondary 
Education) at a university campus located within the Brisbane Archdiocese.  
 

Benefits  
• Successful applicants will receive up to $4,500 per year (maximum $13,500 over three years) in fee support towards 
an education degree  
• Upon graduation from university, applicants will be offered a teaching position in a Brisbane Catholic Education 
school or college for a minimum of two years  
 

Application process  
• Apply online at www.bne.catholic.edu.au under Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Education > Scholarship 
Opportunities  
• Provide professional and personal references  
• Submit your application online by 11 December 2020  
 

For more information  
Contact the Organisational Development team. Phone: (07) 3033 7523. Email: orgdev@bne.catholic.edu.au 
 

 

NEXT WEEK’S COUNTERS & 
CLEANERS  (23-08-20) 

Counters Team 2 
 

Cleaners  Team 3 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY   
23 August 2020 

First Reading: Is 22:19-23 
Resp. Psalm: Ps 137:1-3. 6. 8. R. v.8 
Second Reading: Rom 11:33-36 

Gospel: Mt 16:13-20 

RESPONSE FOR THIS SUNDAY  16 August 2020 

Resp. Psalm :   

R. O God, let all the nations praise you! 
 

Gospel Acclamation   

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom 
and healed all who were sick. 
Alleluia! 

READINGS FOR THIS SUNDAY   
16 August 2020 

First Reading: Is 56:1.6-7 
Resp. Psalm: Ps 66:2-3 5-6. 8. R. v.4 
Second Reading: Rom 11:13-15. 29-32 
Gospel: Mt 15:21-28 
 
 
 


